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deuces, but still important, was his dexterity in
revising the writings of others. Without altering
the general tone or character of the composition,
he had great skill in leaving out defective ideas or
words, and in so aiding the original by lively
or graceful touches, that reasonable authors were
surprised and charmed on seeing how much better
they looked than they thought they would"
(Cockburn's Life of Jeffrey, i. 301).

From such toils and dangers as these the
editor of a Review with signed articles is in the
main happily free. He has usually suggestions
to make, for his experience has probably given
him points of view as to the effectiveness of this
or that feature of an article for its own purpose,
which would not occur to a writer. The writer is
absorbed in his subject, and has been less accus-
tomed to think of the public. But this exercise
of a claim to a general acquiescence in the
judgment and experience of a man who has the
best reasons for trying to judge rightly, is a very
different thing from the duty of drilling con-
tributors and dressing contributions as they were
dressed and drilled by Jeffrey. As Southey said,
when groaning under the mutilations inflicted